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September 9, 2019 

 

Dear Families of RUSD Seventh and Eighth Grade Students: 

 

As part of Superintendent Arellano’s RUSD 2025: Excellence for All Students plan, students will experience 

Excellence in Academics through courses and opportunities that prepare them for College and Career Readiness.  
With RUSD 2025 in mind, the RUSD College Fair will be September 24, 2019, and RUSD Focus Month will be the 

month of October, throughout the entire District. 
 

At the middle school level, students will participate in a variety of college-related activities and spirit days as 

determined by their site administrators, WEB leaders, ASB Leaders, and site College Readiness Specialists.  Some 

additional activities may include attending presentations in their middle school career centers, hearing their teachers’ 

college journey stories, participating in AVID-focused lessons, and exploring careers through interest inventories, to 

name a few. Additionally, all seventh and eighth graders will have the opportunity to take the PSAT free of charge, 

during the school day on Wednesday, October 16, 2019. 
 

The Preliminary SAT (PSAT) is a two-hour test given once a year that is intended to help students start planning a 

path to college. The goal is to expose students to the different kinds of questions commonly found on higher-stakes 

tests in the years to come and provide opportunities for students to glimpse one’s college readiness, including their 

strengths and weaknesses.  The PSAT in later years provides students specific practice for the SAT, and connects 

students to AP-course suggestions for junior/senior year, to free, personalized SAT-preparation from Khan Academy, 

and to potential colleges and scholarship opportunities. Additionally, students who take the PSAT multiple times 

tend to score higher on the actual SAT, which is the entrance exam many colleges and universities use to help make 

their college admission decisions. 

 

According to California Education Code and Title 5 regulations, parents do have the right to opt their student out of 

testing.  Although we believe the PSAT Administration is an amazing opportunity for all RUSD seventh and eighth 

grade students, parents wishing to opt their student out of testing may do so by submitting their request in writing to 

their middle school counselor or administrator.  Opt out forms, as well as free PSAT preparation information, can be 

found on the RUSD College and Career Website at www.redlandsusd.net/collegeandcareer.   

 

Finally, because the transition from middle school to high school can be quite overwhelming, we want to invite you 

to an evening presentation, College and Career Opportunities for RUSD Students, on Tuesday, October 8, 2019 at 

6:00 PM at Redlands High School in Grace Mullen Auditorium.  Translation will be provided to those families who 

need it.  Dr. Stephanie Lock, the Coordinator of College, Career, and Special Programs, will provide information on 

what it means to be college and career ready in RUSD.  She will discuss topics and programs such as the Rochford 

Scholar Access Program, the California College and Career Indicators, the high school A-G requirements, RUSD’s 

guaranteed college admission partnerships, career pathways, earning free college credit while still in high school, and 

more.  We invite you to attend to help get your middle school student on the right track for college and career 

success.  

 

Thank you. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Julie Swan 

Director of Secondary Curriculum and Instruction 

 

  

http://www.redlandsusd.net/collegeandcareer

